LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
tions* and evidently written after Lord Redesdale had
received Lord Spencer's orders.
"Feb. 24th, 1806.
My Lord,
I have desired" [? received] "instructions with respect to
the insertion of your Lordship's name in the commission
of the peace for the Counties of Dublin and Kildare, and
I have to request that your Lordship would be pleased to
apply to Mr. Ponsonby, whom His Majesty has appointed
Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and to whom the Great Seal
will be delivered as soon as he shall arrive in this country".
The word "desired" makes nonsense of the first part of
the sentence, and the suspicion at once arises that it was
not used by Lord Redesdale but has been altered in order
to make it appear that the Chancellor was forced to give
way, whereas he had not moved from the position he
took up at the beginning of the controversy. In his Lives
of the Chancellors of Ireland, considered a standard work on
die subject, O'Flanagan bases his criticisms of the Lord
Chancellor's action on the information contained in this
book. He says that Lord Redesdale:
"was startled by a command which he could not dis-
obey, from the Lord Lieutenant, who desired him to insert
Lord Cloncurry's name in the Commission of the Peace
for the counties which the Chancellor had so recently
refused him, viz. Dublin and Kildare".
O'Flanagan then quotes Lord Redesdale's letter, as pub-
lished in Cloncurry's Personal Recollections.2 Burke, in his
1  Ibid., p. 228.
2 J. R. O'Flanagan, Lives of the Lord Chancellors... of Ireland (2v., 1870),
II. 305-
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